Dear Parents,


We will be conducting our first literature circle of the year.  A literature circle is a group of 4-6 students gathered together to discuss the book they are reading.  During a literature circle discussion, students are given the opportunity to share their intellectual and emotional connections to the book with the group.  Students choose a book from a selection of meaningful novels that interest them.  In addition to the book, each student will be given a packet that includes the amount of text that needs to be read for the given due dates and a job to be completed for the week.  The groups will meet once a week for four weeks to discuss the book, share their personal responses, and discuss the information they collected while completing their job.  On the 5th week, we’ll work on projects related to their books.  New groups are formed each time we begin a new set of books.


Literature circles provide a great opportunity for children to explore, enjoy, and engage in real pieces of literature that they have self-selected based on their personal interests.  However, for this to be a success, parent volunteers are needed for each group.  Parents will facilitate a small group discussion for the duration of the book (45 minutes each week for 4 weeks).  Your role, as a parent volunteer, will be simply to keep the students on topic and add to the discussion when you feel necessary.  If you are available and interested in being a part of this exciting experience, please return the bottom portion of this letter.  
Literature Circles will meet on the following dates from 10:00 to 10:45.

· Friday, November 16 
· Friday, November 30   (skips a week due to Thanksgiving.)
· Friday, December 7  

· Friday, December 14     

_____________________________________________________

[image: image1..pict]I am interested in being a literature circle facilitator and can meet on the above dates from 10:00 – 10:45.
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_______________________________________________

                          Please print your name 
